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Wages 
not part 
of good 
news 


By Aldo Svaldi 
The Denver Post 


Colorado’s economy, on the 
surface, is humming along with 
unemployment rates at historic 
lows and some of the strongest 
job gains in the country. 

But a closer look shows that me- 
dian hourly wages are stuck; 
many of the new jobs being added 
are low-paying; and thousands of 
working-age adults remain disen- 
gaged from the labor force, ac- 
cording to the State of Working 
Colorado report from the Colora- 
do Center on Law and Policy. 

“We have another year of strong 
job growth in the state and unem- 
ployment continues to drop. But 
the indicator of how the economy 
is performing for the majority of 
workers — wages — still isn’t 
moving,” said Michelle Webster, 
manager of research and policy 
analysis with the group, which ad- 
vocates on behalf of low-wage 
workers. 

In 2016, the median hourly wage 
in Colorado was $18.92, which is 
below the inflation-adjusted me- 
dian wage of $19.70 in 2007 and 2 
percent below the median wage in 
2000, after adjusting for inflation. 
The national median hourly wage 
is $17.80. 

Higher-wage workers have seen 
pay increases, but not robust 
ones. The top 20 percent of wage 
earners have seen their pay rise 
6.3 percent since 2000, while wag- 
es for the top 10 percent of earn- 
ers are up 12.2 percent. 

Median household incomes in 
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DENVER & 
THE WEST 


COLORADO SPRINGS 
TO DRAW POWER 
FROM OUTSIDE CITY 


Colorado Springs officials on 
Monday agreed to meet future 
electricity needs without a coal- 
fired power plant. »4A 


NATION & WORLD 


TRUMP TALKED OF 
RESCINDING PICK 
OF NEIL GORSUCH 


Earlier this year, President 
Donald Trump was upset that 
Neil Gorsuch, his nominee for the 
U.S. Supreme Court, criticized 
Trump’s attacks on the federal 
judiciary. »12A 


SAFETY CONCERNS HAD BEEN RAISED 


Wash. train derailed 
on new, faster route 
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iy 
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Cars from an Amtrak train lie spilled onto Interstate 5 along with smashed vehicles Monday in DuPont, Wash. Three people 
died in the derailment, and more than 100 were injured. Elaine Thompson, The Associated Press 


By Phuong Le and Matthew Brown The Associated Press 


SEATTLE» A community along the new rail line where an 
Amtrak train derailed Monday in a deadly crash had tried 
to stop the project on grounds that higher-speed passenger 
trains would endanger pedestrians and motorists. 


The city of Lakewood, several miles 
north of the crash site, went to court in 
2013 to stop the Point Defiance Bypass 
project, which redirected passenger trains 
from a curvy route along Puget Sound that 
competes with freight traffic and squeezes 
through single-track tunnels where only 
one train can go through at a time. 

Opponents said the route, which short- 
ened the trip between Portland, Ore., and 
Seattle, would expose car and pedestrian 
traffic to faster trains at more than a half- 


dozen street-level crossings in Lakewood. 
City officials asserted the state transpor- 
tation department’s environmental review 
of the new route was inadequate and failed 
to consider traffic, neighborhood and oth- 
er impacts. 

In March 2014, a judge dismissed the 
lawsuit, and the $181 million track upgrade 
moved forward. Until now, the route was 
used by freight trains. 

Early Monday, during the first run of the 
new passenger service, 13 of the 14 cars 


went off the tracks at an overpass, some 
tumbling onto Interstate 5. 

Even people who tried to stop the new 
route on safety grounds said a derailment 
wasn’t a concern. 

At least three people on board were 
killed, local authorities said. More than 
100 people were injured, and two cars 
were crushed, authorities said. 

Seventy-seven passengers and seven 
crew members were aboard when the 
train derailed. 

“These are new, upgraded tracks — that’s 
what is so surprising about this,” said John 
Niles with the Coalition for Effective 
Transportation Alternatives, which joined 
local elected officials in opposing the proj- 
ect. “They weren’t worried about a train 
derailing.” 

The track is owned by Sound Transit, 
the public transit system for the Seattle 
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TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 


GOP, Dems refusing to merge on road legislation 


By Brian Eason and John Frank 
The Denver Post 


The fight over transportation dollars in 
the 2018 legislative session is starting on a 
familiar, intractable dynamic: Republicans 
pushing to squeeze more transportation 
dollars out of Colorado’s $11.5 billion gener- 
al fund. And Democrats pushing back with 
the argument that more revenue is needed. 

After a $3.5 billion transportation mea- 
sure couldn’t clear the state Senate during 
this nonelection year for lawmakers, the 


odds are stacked against anything of that 
magnitude passing the legislature in 2018, 
when looming state elections are likely to 
make compromise that much more difficult. 

The good news for traffic-weary Colora- 
dans: Implementation is underway for the 
consolation prize of last session, Senate Bill 
267, which authorized $1.9 billion in financ- 
ing for transportation projects. 

The bad news? Construction is still a year 
or more away, because that money is com- 
ing from 20-year mortgage-like certificates 
on state buildings and officials are still iden- 


tifying the structures to use as collateral. 
Further, the funding falls well short of the 
need, which CDOT estimates at $9 billion 
over a decade. 

The implementation of Senate Bill 267 — 
the wide-ranging measure that boosted 
money to highways and rural schools while 
exempting a hospital fee from the state’s 
spending caps — has drawn mixed reviews 
in recent weeks from lawmakers, who 
largely praised a preliminary project list 
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LET US FIX IT! 
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